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2020 Bruno Award Recipient: Laura Lawton
Laura Lawton is the President 
and Owner of the Spokane-
based companies Lawton 
Printing, Inc. and File-Ez 
Folder, Inc. She’s the fourth 
generation of her family 
to manage these creative 
enterprises. Lawton is 
comprised of three divisions: 
Lawton Printing Services; 
innovAGING, which produces 
directories for senior citizens 
and their families; and 
Navitabs, which creates tabs 
for books, reports, and more. Lawton’s sister company, File-Ez 
Folder, produces pocket, laminated, and printed-pocket folders 
for high school, college, and business markets. Laura began in 
customer service within her family’s company in 1984, taking 
on the reigns of scheduler in the Commercial Printing Division 
and assistant and manager of the Publications Division before 
becoming owner in September 2008.
While Laura has been President of these companies since 2001, 
she also has extensive experience in the wider print industry. 
Laura graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Graphic 
Communications with a focus in Printing Management from 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. 
She has been a board member, national board representative, 
executive committee member, and the board president of the 
Pacific Printing Industries Association. She has been heavily 
involved with the corresponding national association for nearly 
20 years, currently serving as a finance committee member, 
chair of its Young Print Professionals Group, and Chair of the 
Board 2011-2012. During that time, Laura also served as a 
member of the Kodak Commercial Printing Advisory Group. 
Currently, Laura is an advisory board member of Cal Poly 

Michael H. Bruno TAGA Award For 
Outstanding Contributions to the 
Graphic Arts Industry
The Technical Association of the Graphic Arts is an 
international organization of technologists,  
scientists, technical, and production personnel in the 
printing and allied industries, as well as students in 
accredited graphic arts programs. It was established 
in 1948 as a forum for reporting on new research 
and technology in the graphic arts. It has a long 
history of distinguished annual conferences at 
which technical papers on graphic arts subjects 
are presented. The annual volumes of TAGA 
Proceedings are the published records of these 
papers by leading technical and scientific men 
and women who have contributed immeasurably 
to the progress of printing technology and 
graphic science throughout the world. 
The Board of Directors of TAGA hereby 
recognizes a professional with a distinguished 
career to receive the 2020 TAGA Michael 
H. Bruno Award in appreciation of his dedicated service and 
contributions to the advancement of graphic arts internationally.
As evidence of this honor, the awardee will receive the Michael 
H. Bruno Award. This award is named for the late Michael H. 
Bruno. Printing was his vocation for his entire working life. He 
was a kind and gentle man who was passionate about printing 
and the people who produced it. In his own words, “I had the 
good fortune to be where the action was during the most active 
period since printing was invented.” We, in turn, were very 
fortunate to know Michael. Everyone who knew him or knew of 
him respected him and his incredible knowledge of the industry.  
What a wonderful legacy to leave for the world.
Presented here is a summary of the accomplishments of this 
year’s distinguished recipient of the Michael H. Bruno Award.
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Graphic Communications and was awarded the 2019 Lewis 
Memorial Lifetime Achievement Award by Printing Industries 
of America (now PRINTING United Alliance).
Outside of the print world, Laura demonstrates her passion 
for community with a variety of involvement. She has served 
on the board and executive committees of the Association 
of Washington Business, Junior League of Spokane, Greater 
Spokane Incorporated, and the Rypien Foundation, which 
helps families who are battling childhood cancer. Laura is also 
the Board President of Project Beauty Share, an organization 
that provides personal hygiene, cosmetics, and beauty 
products to women and families overcoming abuse, addiction, 
homelessness, and poverty. In the past, Laura has served on the 
Whitworth Business Advisory Board, Independent Colleges 
of Washington Board, and the Saint George’s School Finance 
Committee. Through these organizations, Laura continues to 
create meaningful community partnerships.
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