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Michael H. Bruno Taga Award 
For Outstanding Contributions  
to the Graphic Arts Industry
The Technical Association of the Graphic Arts is an 
international organization of technologists, scientists, 
technical and production personnel in the printing and 
allied industries, and students in accredited graphic 
arts programs. It was established in 1948 as a forum 
for reporting on new research and technology in the 
graphic arts. It has a long history of distinguished 
annual conferences at which technical papers on 
graphic arts subjects are presented. The annual 
volumes of TAGA Proceedings are the published records 
of these papers by leading technical and scientific men 
and women who have contributed measurably to the 
progress of printing technology and graphic science 
throughout the world. The Board of Directors of 
TAGA hereby recognize professionals with distin-
guished careers to receive the 2012 TAGA Michael 
H. Bruno Award in appreciation of their dedicated 
services and contributions to the advancement of 
graphic arts internationally.

As evidence of this honor, the awardees will receive the Michael H. Bruno Award. 
This award is named for the late Michael H. Bruno. Printing was his vocation for 
his entire working life. He was a kind and gentle man who was passionate about 
printing and the people who produced it. In his own words, “I had the good 
fortune to be where the action was during the most active period since printing 
was invented.” We, in turn, were very fortunate to know Mike. Everyone who 
knew him or knew of him respected him and his incredible knowledge of the 
industry.  What a wonderful legacy to leave for the world.

Presented here is a summary of the accomplishments of this year’s distinguished 
recipients of the Michael H. Bruno Award.

Michael H. Bruno Award 2012 to James C. King
As a young math student at 
Washington State University 
(WSU), Jim King wrote his first 
computer program in 1959.  
He went on to become one of the 
first people to obtain a Ph.D. with 
the field of study officially denoted 
“Computer Science.” That was 
from Carnegie Mellon University 
(CMU) in 1969 and his thesis, 
under Professor Robert Floyd, 
was about formally proving the 
correctness of computer programs. 
This was one of the earliest theses 
on this subject and it became  
a highly referenced work. 

After receiving his Ph.D. Dr. King joined the IBM T. J. Watson Research Center in 
Yorktown Heights, New York. At the Watson Research center he did seminal work 
on “symbolic program execution” and continued his contributions to the field 
of proving the correctness of computer programs. In 1978 Dr. King transferred 
to the IBM Almaden Research Center in San Jose, California where he organized 
the Almaden I/O Systems Laboratory, focused on printer controllers, font devel-
opment and page description languages.

In 1988 Dr. King moved from IBM Research to Adobe Systems Incorporated in 
order to form the Adobe Advanced Technology Group (now called the Advanced 
Technology Labs), which he built and managed for the next 8 years. Adobe was 
a small but quickly growing 6-year-old company when King joined. Adobe was 
beginning to play a significant role in the printing and publishing industry so 
King began a crash program to learn about that industry.

Dr. King became expert in PostScript, Adobe’s primary product at that time, and 
provided leadership in the major revision of PostScript called PostScript Level 2. 
This second version of PostScript addressed many of the shortcomings that were 

discovered through early use of the language and supporting software. Level 
2 added: managed color, image compression/decompression, forms, patterns, 
binary encoding, composite font support for Asian languages, unification with 
Display PostScript, advanced half-toning, and many other features in common 
use today. PostScript Level 2 was the first major application to support JPEG just 
as it was approved as an international standard. Coming out of the pioneering 
work on color that was done for PostScript Level 2, King was active in the 
formation of the International Color Consortium.

Dr. King has become recognized as an expert on PostScript, PDF, digital  
signatures, color and color management, PDF forms including XFA, XML and 
file packaging technologies, and he just completed a term as the manager of 
standards activities for Adobe. Starting in January 2007, as Adobe’s PDF architect, 
King led a team of computer scientists instrumental in the technical aspects 
of turning the management of the PDF specification over to the International 
Standards Organization (ISO). This was published as ISO 32000-1 in July 2008. 
King continued as the ISO 32000 Project Leader working on a revision of this 
standard: ISO 32000-2 until mid 2010.

Jim King has been a member of the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) 
since 1963 and a member of the IEEE Computer Society since 1989. Dr. King also 
joined the Imaging Science and Technology professional society in 1990 and 
eventually served as its President 2005 – 2006.

Dr. King was one of the founders of the ACM/IEEE Software Engineering 
Conferences, the IS&T & SID Color Imaging Conference and the IS&T Archiving 
Conference. He was also a member of the Cal Poly Computer Science Department 
Industrial Affiliates 2000-2006 and a member of the Cal Poly Graphics 
Communications Department Industrial Affiliates 2006-2010. Dr. King gave  
a presentation on color management at the 1999 Taga Conference.

Throughout his career he has been known for presenting cogent explanations 
of the technology upon which Adobe’s products are based at conferences and in 
customer briefings. He has published numerous technical papers and authored 
numerous patents.
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